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INTRODUCTION.

-000-

WITHOUT Laws and Regulations no body

)- of men can long subsist, either with comfort to

themselves, or with reputation among others;

the Members of the BEDFORD LODGE have

therefore unanimously agreed to the following

Bv-LAws, as a system calculated to preoerve

the ancient customs, honour, and dignity of the·

Fraternity, to promote harmony, and cement a

lasting friendship among themselves as Brethren.
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BY-LAWS, ~c.

FIRST, That all By-laws, Rules, Orders, and

.Regulations, at any time or times heretofore

made for goyerning this Lodge, are hereby an
nulled and made yoid. n

II That this Lodge shall be held on the ~
Wednesday in January, February, March, April,

May, J~le, October, November, and Decem

ber, at seven o'clock in the evening, or earlier
if busines;; requires, and these meetings be con

sidered as general Lodges. But the Master

may at his discretion convene a Lodge of Emer

gency whenever circumstances may render it

necessary.

HI. That in order to presel'Ye the honour and

harmony of this Lodge, and the domestic hap~

piness of its member~, the Lodge shall be c1o.ed
on each night as early as business will permit,
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IV. That no question or motion shall be put
to the vote unless duly seconded; and all

elections, resolutions, and orders of this Lodge,

shall be decided by a majority of hands, except

a ballot is expressly requested, or absolutely
necessary, and on all such occasions the Master

to have the casting vote; and in order to guard
against motions, &c. being prematurely decided,
no resolution or motion whatever shall be deem

ed conclusive or carried into effect, unless it

receives confirmation on the next regular Lodge

night; and motions for the removal of the

Lodge must be inserted in the summons, and'
ten days notice given to all the members pre

vious to any such motion being confirmed.

V. Every gentlemeu desirous of being Ini

tiated into Masonry in this Lodge, must first.

be proposed in open Lodge by a member, wh&
shall at the time of such proposition, deliver, in

writing. to the Secretary, the Christian and sur
name, place of abode, age and profession, of

such proposed canditatt', and deposit half a

guinea; and if a ballot be desired, and five ne
gatives appear against the candidate, it shall
ltlUount to an absolute rejection, which rep'd~~~
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6

him ineligible to be ever proposed again in this

Lodge. But,if he shou1<;1be approved of, he
shall, according to custom, be Initiated into

Masonry, on the following Lodge night be passed
a fellow craft, and as soon as he appears tQ b~

duly instructed for further advancement, he

shall be raised to the degree of a Master Mason.
If the candidate neglects to attend within the

sp~ce of twelve months from tl]e date of hi~

woposition, the half guinea so deposited shall
, be forfeited to the funds of the Lodge. But

~hou[d the Initiation take place within that

I?eriod, the deposit shall be taken in part of fourli
guineas, the regular Initiation fee. His supper

for the night only, Badge and By.laws, to b~
.• included.

VI. That every member, on proposing a gen.•

. t}emen to be made in a Lodge of Emergency,

l;~all deposit the sum of two guineas, ili part of

f!ve guineas, the Initiation fee on such occa-..
sions; if the canllidate. neglects to attend the,

.e,~enillg fixed upon for the Initiation to take
place, he shall 1'01 feit the sum of one guinea.

But should the Initiation take place within

the space of twelve n~onths following, the re-
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7
maining guinea shall be taKen in part or'tne

regular Initiation Fee. And in order to prevent
the finances of this Lodge being dimini~hed by

such meetings, the registering Fee, House Bill,
Tylers expenses, &c. to be paid from the sums

collected at Lodges of Emergency respectively.

VU. That every brother who shall have oeen

made a Mason in any other regular Lodge, and

shall be desirous of becoming a member of this

Lodge, shall be proposed in the usual manner
by a member, and if he is not already suffi-

ciently known to the brethren, he shall visit the

Lodge one night previous to his admission, and
if a ballot shall be demanded, unless five votes

appear against him, he shall be admitted a ./)
member on paying hi" g Hi oeltll:. The By-la 1V5 ;f '2- j. !
and his supper for that night only to be in- '
eluded.

VIII. That every member of this Lodge shall

subscribe in advance the sum of!!, shillings and
sixpence per quarter (exclusive of his supper),
towards the current expences of the Lodge; but

every member shall be exempt from all pay

ments while on a voyage or journey, provided

he pays up his arrears (if any due), and gives'
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8

llotice to the secretary of his intended depar
ture.

IX. That every member of this Lodge being
twelve months in arrears, shall have notice sent

him by the secretary. requesting him to pay up
his subscription; and if he should refuse so to
do, 01' cause it to be done in the course of the

following six 1I!0ntlts, after such notice sent him,

he shall not be considered any longer a member,
nor thenceforth be received as a visitor until his

arrears shall have been discharged.

X. That no brother shall be qualified to be

elected Master of this Lodge, who has not served
the offices of either Senior or Junior Warden

thereof', or Master of some other regular con
stituted Lodge, and has been six months at
least a subscribing member of this Lodge.

XI. The Master shall be elected every six
months, on the Lodge night preceding the
festival of St• .Tohn the Baptist, and St. John

the Evangelist; and on the next regular Lodge
night, if his election be confirmed, he shall re
ceive his charge, and be invested by the Master
he succeeds, before he leaves the chair.
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XII. When the Master elect has taken the

chair, he shall appoint'Vardens und Deacon~

to assist him in the government of the Lodge,

invest them in the usual manner, and give them
their respective charges, &c. &c.

XIII. A Treasurer shall be elected annually,

on the same night as the Master, in December,

and if confirmed on the next regular Lodge
night, he shall be invested by the Master, and
give such security for his fidelity as shall be

satisfactory to the memberS. Hi~ duty is to re~

ceive all monies due to the Lodge, and to dis

charge all legal claims thereon, taking proper
recei!Jts for such payments. When he quits his

office he shall pay to his successor the balance of

money in his hands on the Lodge account, fOI"

which he shall receive a properdischa'"!f,e.

XIV. A Secretary shall be elected annually

on the same night as the Treasurer, and be in

vested by the Master, and charged with the care
of all the books and papers of the Lodge; his
duty is to take down minutes of all the proceed

ings, receipb, and disbur!>ements, to entet' tllem
fai rly in the Lodge books before the succeeding

B
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meeting; he is to fill up the summonses for the

Tyler to deliver, and in them give notice of
Elections, Makiggs, Raisings, or any other par
ticular busil1e&5the members ought to be ap

prised of, and as an acknowledgment for a faith

ful discharge of those duties, he shall be pre

sented with the sum of fiye guineas annually

from the Lodge Fund.

xV. The Master shall, on each reg ular night

of Election, appoint two of the members Ste
wards; these Officers are to see the visitors and

younger brethren comfortably situated, assist

the Secretary in collecting the subscriptions, and

see the tables properly supplied with refresh
ments; and as in a great measure the Financial

respectability of the Lodge depends upon its
reconomy; the Stewards in their official conduct

are most strictly enjoined to be regulated in
their expenditures by the lnstructio·ns they re

ceive from the Master, and report to him ac

cordingly ; they al'e likewise to keep memoran
dums, (}rdeliver checks to the landlord, for all

orders'''tne'y give for wines, liquors, &c. &c.
during the evening; the Bill to be compared

with those memorandums or checks, signcd by
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one of them, and delivered to the Treasurer al>

soon after the Lodge is ~losed as possible, as no

wine or liquor~ llhall be charged upon the Lodge
account after the Mastel" quits the chall'.

XV I. After the Officers have taken their

statioRs a Tyler shall be chosen, and the Master

shall give him charge of the Ornaments, Furni

ture, and Jewels of the Lodge. that he keeps
them neat and clean, guards the door and ex
ternal avenues to the Lodge. prepares two

Lodges, if wanted, and summons the members

at least four days previous to the regular meet
ings, for which he shall be allowed. from the

~ funds of the Lodge, half a guinea; five shill

ings for every Lodge of Emergency, and two

shillings for every Badge; with permission to
supply the members with the Masonic Callen

dars and Badgts. when wanted.

XVII. That every Brother Mason visiting

this Lodge. shall pay on each visit seven shill

ings and sixpence. which includes the expence
of his supper, &c. And no person shall be per
mitted to enter the Lodge unless vouched for

by some member present. or until after strict

examination by the Junior Warden; nor shall
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any visitor \vhatever interfere in the bUllillessor

debates of this Lodge without the Master's per-
miSSIOn"

XVII£. Whenever the Master attends the

General Committee of Charity, he shull be al.

~owed, from the funds of this Lodge, five shill
lugs; and ten shillings and sixpence for himself

and Wardens, when they attend the quarterly
communication.

XIX. In flle absence of the Master, the

Senior WaI'den, or a Past Master of this Lodge,

shall take the chair, the Junior Warden supply
the Senior's place, and 50me expetienced mem
ber officiate as Junior; in the absence of the

former, the Jllnior Warden shall take the chair,

and appoint Wardens P1'O tempore to assist him

in the government ofthe Lodge; in the absence
of any of the other officers, the Master shall

nominate members to officiate for the evening.

xx. That an open Committee of the pre.

siding and past Officers, and any other member
of the Lodge that can conveniently attend, shall
meet annually, in the month of Decembet·, to

investigate the receipts, disbursements, and any
tlther business relative to the Finances of the
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Lodge for the last twel~ months, -and make a

report thereofin o~en Lodge, 011 the next regu
lar Lodge night.

XXI. That as this Lodge has ever assisted

the General Fund of the Charity to the utmost

of its power, and as the members know by ex

perience that the benevolence of private Lodges
is frequently abused by itinerant adventurers,

in character of distressed Mason8, they resolve

to adhere strictly to the usage of the Lodge •.

that is, never to attend to any re~itions or ap.

plications from strangers (unless presented by Q

member of the Lorlg", who will vouch for the

truth of their contents), but refer the party to
the Geneml Committee of Charity, as the re

gular channel for relief.

XXII. The donations to the General Com

mittee of Charity, together with such regilitering
Fees as shall be due to the Hall Fuud, shall be'

paid annually, at the Quarterly Communication

held ill February.

XXIII. That the Jewels, Ornaments, and

Furniture of this Lodge, shall be vested with,
and actually be, the joint property of the Maste)'
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and Warqens for the time being, in tru&t (or
themselves and the rest of the members, share
and share alike •

. XXIV. That' the waiters attending thil

Lodge be allowed a sum not exceeding ten

shillings and sixpence, every regular Lodge

night, and five shillings for every Lodge of
Emergency.

XXV. That at all times a profound silence
shall be observed on the usual notice given by

the Master. Any member introducing obscene

Or profane discourses, starting religious or poli

tical disputes, or is disguised in liquor, sits
down unclothed while the Lodge is open, pro
poses wagers, distributes shop-b. lis, or tickets,

interrupts a brother while speaking, hisses at
what has been said, o(is not standing while he

addresses the chair, such offeuding brother shall

be subject to any censure the majority of the
members present may think proper to impose.

XXVI. That all irregnlarities not provided
ior ill these By-Laws, shall be submitted to the

determination of the members present whenever

they happen, who llre hereby authorized and
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15

empowered to act according to circumstances,

either in vindicating the ho lour of the Frater
nity in general. or this Lodge in particular;

wbetper hy censuring or expelling any person or
persons so offending, as they in their discretion
shall deem expedit:nt.
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MEMORANDUMS
OF THE

1~1EDFORJI]) LODGE
OF

TREE MASONS.

How long tltis Lodge Ilas been incorporated a~'

8n Operatipe Lodge '!f Free Masons, is uncertain;

from tIle i~formation of an aged brotlter, Mtster

0/ tllis Lodge in 1772, it 1Vasin reputable cir
cumstances about the yem's j 739 and 1740; but

no doctt11lents0/ its t~'I1:nsactionsal'e preservetl

from tltat pefiod until the beginninf{ of the year
1766, wllen it conformed to the Rules of the Grand

Lodge of England, and was coilstituted by Lord

Blaney, then Grand Master, on the 17tlt of May,

under the denomination of the Operative Lodge
of .Free Rnd Accepted Masons, No. 364, to be

holden at tlte lI'1itre Tavern, Union-street, West

minster, on the first andfourflt '*' Wednesday in

every month; none but Operative Mluons were

admitted membe7'sbefore this period.
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ln October 1767, it was removed to tite J10se

and Crown, C,'own-street, Westminst~r; and in

tlte yeal' of1770, it was distinguished by No. 300.
In 1772, dissentions among tIle members, re

specting certain forms af this Lodge, t'ose to suclt

a height, t!tat it was mutually agreed to dispose

of it, and the sum aI'ising from the sale to be

equally divided between the members that had

paid up their sltbscription to tlte last quartet'·

day.

In Januat·y 1773, tIle Ornaments, Furniture,

Jewels, and other property of the Lodge, was

disposed of to Bt. Thomas Thwaits,for the sum

of £26, and removed to his house, the Northum
berland Arms, Great Russel-street" Covent Gar

den, the Master, and severul of tlte brethrett

continuing members; and Br. Thwaits, byagt'ee.

ment, to act as Treasurer, pro tempore, until the

aforesaid debt was liquidated.

In April 1774, Br. Thwaits removedfrom the
Northumberland Arms to tlu: London-Stone Ta

vern, Cannon-street, and the majority of the mem

bet'S agt'eerl tlte Lodg. should accompany 'tim,
In June the members were summoned to dine to-

e • gether on St. John's Day, agreeable to the

original custom of the Lodge.
c
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On the 3d of November 1778, tltis Lodge voted

tlte sum of Five Guineas towards building the
Grand Hall,

During the years of 1782 and 1783, the Lodge

appeare,d to be rapidly declining, pl'incipallyfro'ln
the non-attendance if the members, and in several

instances the Ojjicers.

In lIfarclt 1784, at a special Lodge, consisting

of the Master, WaI'dens, Past-Master, Secretary,
and two othel'ntembers, the Ornaments, Furnitul'e,

Jewels. and other propel'ty if tltis Lodge, were

disposed if to B,'. Willial1l Herbert, for the sum

often guineas; who, in conjunction witl, the above

brethren. agreed to l'emove itfronl tlte City; t!lf]

ballance dUf]to Br. Thwaits, the fees du(] to tlt(]

Grand Lodge, and all otltel' legal demands being

discharged.

On Wednesday, 7tlt of April, 1784, tlte Lodge

opened in due f01'111,at the Thistle and Crown,
[lusset-court, Covent G(lrd(]n, und(]1'tlte denomi

nation if the BEDFOUD LODGE, No. 241; alid

tlte late QfJicers were re-chosen.

In August '788. the Lodge wqs l'enwved to ll!e
Coal-Hole Tavern, in the Strand, the Thistle and

C,'own not having rQomsuificientj'or tlte accQr1t1T/Q

d{Jtion oj'ilS members,
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In October 1788, the unanimous thanlcs of tlti$

Lodge were voted to BT. Alexandc,' Jo/mstolle, if
DTury-Lane Theatre, and to B". Ric/taTd Jacob,

for theiT elegant present if a peJest<tl, masonicly

ornamented a"d gilt; to Br. Booth.fm' his /talld

some present of a stool and cushion, covered witlt

c,"imson vplvet; and also to 131'.J-iixon, fur ell.•

graving a plate for sU11lmonsesfuTthis Lodge,

In February 1789, the sum of Ten GUlIleas

was voted by this Lodge to the Royal Cumber
land Freemason's Charity School; Ten Guineas

have been added since that period, which renders

the Mastet' 0/ this Lodge (1'Jr the time being)

a perpetual Governor•
•In June 1790, the old Jewels and Collars were

exchanged for new; the ballance amounting to

£6 7s. 6d.
In June 1791, the Lodge was ,"el7lovedto F,'ee

lIlaSOn'STavern, G,'eat Queen-sfl'eet.

In Jnly 1792, the Lodge was distinguished by
No, 205.

In March 1797, the R. W. M tt'as plpa,red to

appoint Br. Hal'gral)e, J. W, in the ,"oomof B".

Joseph 1Valton, supe"sededfur non-attendance to
the duties of the Lodge, or assigning any reason

able excuse/or such neglect; in December follow .•
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ing Br. Walton was expelled tltis, Lodgefor j'e"

peated irregular and improper conduct during

Lodge hOllrs.

In' April 1798, the anntxed By-Laws were

presented to the Lodge by 1he Committee ap~

paintea to dr.w them up, and were unanimously

appro~ed of on the following Lodge night; J.
Simpson, R. W. M.; J. Hargrave and W.

Stt'oilgith'arm, Wardens; G. Allison, P. M.;
Wo Robinson, TI'easuI'er, and J, [lal'Tis, Secl'e

iary. The Committee f01' auditing the annual

accounts of the Lodge, was also established tltis
,.

year.

I'J June 1798, the sum of ten pounds were

votedfrom the funds of this Loige towards tM

difence of the Co:Untry, and a voluntary contri
bution, in addition to the above, amounting to

£32 16s. 6d. tI1asraised a'TllOnllthe members.

In April 1799, in consequence of tTleexorbi

tant charges and inattention of the landlord of

FreemQSon's Tav8rn, this Lodge tvas removed to
th, Queen's A,~ms Tavern, St. James's-sit'eet.

In February 1806, the sum of three guineas

was voted to an artist for a Design, to answel'

bothfo; certificates and SltmmOnses; and also tel~

guineas for engraving a plate frol11 the same. '
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in April Br. Jolm Collins was expelled, fur

dppem'ing at tile Lodge in II state of inebriety,

acting in a riotous disorderly manner, and making

use of language unbecoming a lIfason. In No

vemberfollowiny tltis Lodge u;as removed to Free';'

mason's Tavern; there not being slftJicient room at

tlte Queen's Arms for the accom1iwdation of its
men/bet'S.

In March 1807, tlte thanks of this Lodge was

vottd to Br. Farrant, for Ms 'Valuablepresent of

broitd silver lace, and emblematical ornaments,.!')r

eigltt collars, to be worn by the Qflicers of this

Lod/Je; and to Br. JOr/cs,P. M for the materia/s\

he' supplied in having tlte same made-up, and

p"esented to the Lodge.

In March 1808, the members of this Lodge (as

Itn emulation to its successive QlJieers), voted, that

a silver box, of the value of ten guineas, mdsonicly

ornamented and gilt, be presented to Br. Jolm.

Simpson, P. M .• as an acknowledgement of the

high sense they entertain of him, for his unre

mitting attention to the several duties of this

Lodge, since he was initiated i,t June 1791; but

"jore particularly to the ten different periods he

presided as R. W.Mastcl·. In December follow

ing, this Lodge was greatly I onoIred in tlte pre

ference given it by !lis Royal Higktaes$ tie P";nce
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if 1;Vales,Grand Master, who commanded that

the Gentlemen of Ms Household should be initiated
tlte1"ein; and in the same 11101Itlt,the Master and

Wardens received notice from the Grand Secre

tal'Yo-that their attendance was requested at a
Special G,and Lodge, to be holden at their Hall,

on the 31st instant, to accompany H R. El. the,
Grand JltIaster, in procession, to lay thefounda

tion stone if Covent-Garden Tlteatre.

In January 180g, the thanks of tltis Lodge

we1'evoted to Br. Fan'ant, for his second valua,.

ble present, consisting of crimson velvet, silver

fringe and tassells,for a cushionfor tlte Master's

desk; and to Bt,. Jones, R W. M. for having the

same made-up and presented to the Lodge. On

same evening"the thanh of tltis Lodge were voted

to Br. Harris, Secretary, for his present if an

lient manusc1'ipts, on parchment, containing the

original charges, and pat't of the lectures on craft

masom"y.
In March 1810, the tltanks this Lodge were

voted to Br. Ireson, P. S. W. and 10 Brothers

Stewart and Bolognlt,jun.for their valuable pre

sent if a lodge buard, exceedingly well designed,

painted, ~c. ~c.
!n.February 1811, the sum if ten guinens teas
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unanimously vuted from the funds of this Lodg~

(tVliicl, was incl'eased on tlte following Lodge

night to £31 10s. by a voluntarlJ subscription

of tIle membe7's),fur pM'clw~ing a silvel' embossed

cup and cover, to le presented to Br. Rice Jones,

R. W. ~I. as a ma7·k of their ('steem, and in ap

prubation of his zeal, ability and exertions, in

pl'omoting the regularity and general prospe'fity

of the Lodge. during tIle twelve different periods

he presided as R. W. 111.

In February 1812, the sum of fifteen guineas

was voted/rom the funds, for purchasing a set of

brass candlesticks of the Dorie, Ionic, and Co
rint/tian Orders; the old c,mdlesticks were 9rdel'ed

to be repaired and used in the Lodge of Instruc

tions.; but that they, the jewels andfurniture,

be considered the property oftlLis Lodge.

In April 1812, in consequence of t/le material

alterations in the general receipts and expendi

ture qfthis Lodge, the By-Laws were ordered to

be corrected and printedfor the use of the mem.,
bers•

• The Lodge of Instructions meets every Monday night,

at Seven o'Clock precisely, at Br. Mayo's, the Goat, Pall

Mall, during the MJnths of January, February, Marc~,

April, May, June, October, November and December,
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RICE JONES, R. w. ~t
GEORGE HALE, S. W.
EOW, COW MEADOW, J. W.
jOHN SIMPSON, P. M.
lVILLIAM DIXIE, Treasurer;

JAMES HARRlS, Secretary.
S. V. HOWlS, S. D.
RICE HOLROYD; J. D.

-_a__
N. B. No petitions can he recommended by this

Lodge, to the General Committee cif Charity, in

favour of any of its members who have not paid
ttp their suhsc7'iptions for three years; nor can

'their children be admitted into the Royal Cum;,
berland Freemason's School!

-"_IOI~-
..*. The aforesaid Memorandums tvere first

selectedfor p7'ivate information; the Secretary,

1l0tceiJe7',now avails himself of the opportunity of

the By-Laws going to the Press, of submitting

them also for general information, hoping they

teill meet witlt the approbation of his B7'etlirert,
tIle MEMBERS OF THE BEDFORD LODGE.

:Printed by Br. Booth; Old Fish Stree~ Doctors' Commonl.
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